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1
PULSE DETECTOR AND PULSE DETECTION
METHOD

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a pulse detector and a pulse
detection method.

2. Related Art

A pulse detector is a device for detecting the pulse origi-
nating from a human heartbeat. This device removes a noise
signal component (motion affected signal) generated due to
the effects of a motion of the human body from a signal (pulse
wave signal) from a pulse wave sensor worn on an arm, a
finger, or the like and detects only the signal (pulse signal)
originating from a heartbeat.

In a pulse detector of a type in which an optical pulse wave
sensor is worn on a finger, a wrist, or the like, since changes
in the bloodstream can occur due to a motion of the finger or
wrist itself or an impact near the finger or wrist, a noise signal
can be input to the pulse wave sensor. This noise signal has
higher signal level than a heartbeat component signal and is a
great hindrance to the measurement (frequency analysis) of
pulse. Such a noise should be removed as completely as
possible. Particularly, in a pulse detector that measures the
pulse continuously (every several seconds) in the course of
daily activities and exercise, limitation to use under condi-
tions where “the fingers may not be moved or touched” may
greatly degrade its usability.

FIGS. 14A and 14B are graphs showing a noise signal in
pulse wave signal data. Curves 120p and 1204 on the top of
each graph show the waveforms of pulse wave signal data,
and bar graphs 122p and 1224 on the bottom show the results
of frequency analysis by fast-Fourier transform (FFT). FIG.
14 A shows a state where a noise signal is not superimposed
on pulse wave signal data, and FIG. 14B shows a state where
noise signals 144 and 146 are superimposed on pulse wave
signal data. A sensor output signal that cancels the heartbeat
component is generated by an impact to the vicinity of the
pulse wave sensor and a motion of a finger or the wrist. The
low-frequency component of'this large power signal may lead
to an error in the pulse detection.

A sensor such as a pulse oximeter that optically acquires
changes in blood volume is normally required to be worn at a
location, such as the fleshy side of a finger, the palm, or a nail,
where a large volume of arterial blood flow appears near the
skin. Therefore, in many pulse detectors of the related art, a
technique in which a pulse wave sensor is mounted at such a
position as described above is proposed (for example, see
JP-A-2005-198829). Moreover, when an external sensor and
sensor cable are eliminated, and the sensor is embedded in a
device body, the usability thereof increases.

Moreover, JP-A-2007-054471, for example, discloses a
technique in which a pulse detector includes a plurality of
band-pass filters and removes a noise component by subject-
ing signals obtained from a pulse wave sensor to filtering by
a band-pass filter that passes a frequency signal near the
frequency of the present pulse.

According to the technique disclosed in JP-A-2005-
198829, the pulse wave sensor is worn on a finger, the palm,
the wrist, or the like, particularly, where a motion occurs more
frequently than other parts of the human body. Therefore,
when a user wearing the sensor moves a portion near the hand,
changes in the bloodstream occur different those in the blood-
stream caused by a heartbeat as noise caused by a motion of
the hand. The changes are input to a signal caught by the pulse
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wave sensor as noise. Thus, there is a case where the presence
of this noise becomes a hindrance to analysis of pulse fre-
quencies.

Moreover, when the user wearing the sensor touches the
position in which the pulse wave sensor is worn or the periph-
eries thereof with an object or another part of the user’s body,
changes in the bloodstream occur differently from those in the
bloodstream caused by a heartbeat as noise caused by a touch
on the hand. Since the pulse wave sensor catches the changes
in the bloodstream, the changes are input to a pulse wave
sensor output signal as noise. Thus, there is a case where the
presence of this noise becomes a hindrance to analysis of
pulse frequencies.

The above-mentioned problems have a high degree of
influence on a device in which the pulse wave sensor is
embedded in a device body. The following can be thought of
as the reasons thereof. Bones such as the radius and ulna,
tendons, and muscles come together in the wrist, and changes
in the bloodstream occur when the shapes of the tendons and
muscles are greatly changed with the movement of a finger,
the hand, and the wrist. Looking into the flow of arterial and
venous blood, the arterial blood exhibits clearer changes in
the bloodstream with a heartbeat than the venous blood, and
accordingly, the rhythm of a heartbeat appears more clearly as
apulse wave sensor signal. The heartbeats are rarely detected
in the venous bloodstream. However, since the subcutaneous
tissue on the outer side of the wrist includes few arterial blood
vessels (or they are located at a deeper side), changes in the
bloodstream caused by external factors are more dominant
than the changes in the bloodstream caused by the heartbeat
when the bloodstream is caught by the pulse wave sensor.
Therefore, it may be difficult to detect the changes in the
bloodstream caused by the heartbeat when a motion of the
hand or an impact to the peripheries of the hand is input to the
sensor.

Moreover, according to the technique disclosed in JP-A-
2007-054471, execution of such processing on a hardware
circuit must involve many determination processes based on
IF statements, which may increase the processing time and
load. Therefore, the use of this technique in a pulse detector
having a size as small as a wristwatch is not desirable from the
perspectives of processing ability and consumption power.

SUMMARY

An advantage of some aspects of the invention is to solve at
least a part of the problems mentioned above and the inven-
tion can be embodied as the following forms or application
examples.

Application Example 1

According to this application example, there is provided a
pulse detector that detects a pulse signal originating from the
pulse of the human body, including: a pulse wave sensor that
detects and outputs a first pulse wave signal in which the pulse
signal and a noise signal are mixed; and a first filtering unit
that generates an adaptive spectral line enhancer based on the
first pulse wave signal, divides the first pulse wave signal into
a first signal and a second signal, and outputs a second pulse
wave signal including at least the first signal.

The first pulse wave signal obtained from the pulse wave
sensor is divided into a signal component (first signal) having
autocorrelation and the other components (second signal)
using the first pulse wave signal itself as a reference signal,
and pulse frequency analysis is performed based on the first
signal. Specifically, the first pulse wave signal is passed
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through the adaptive spectral line enhancer which is one kind
of adaptive filter, whereby the first pulse wave signal is
divided into a heartbeat component and a normal signal com-
ponent which are the first signal having autocorrelation and
which contains changes in blood volume caused by swinging
of'the arm during walking or jogging, and an abnormal unex-
pected signal component which is the second signal having no
autocorrelation and which contains changes in the blood-
stream caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and changes
in the bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibility of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis. Moreover, since the pulse wave
frequency analysis is performed after the first pulse wave
signal obtained from the pulse wave sensor is divided into the
signal component having autocorrelation and the other com-
ponents, it is possible to alleviate the influence of an unex-
pected noise signal.

Application Example 2

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of the above-mentioned application example, the first
filtering unit may include a combining unit that calculates the
sum of the first and second signals by applying first gain
coefficients to change a ratio thereof to generate the second
pulse wave signal and outputs the second pulse wave signal.

The pulse detection is performed based on a signal which is
the sum of the first and second signals with a ratio thereof
changed. Specifically, (Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2x
Signal B) (where, gain coefficients are h1=1.0 and h2<1.0).

According to this configuration, it is possible to alleviate
the influence of an impact and increase the ability to track
abrupt changes in the pulse component and motion compo-
nent. For example, when a person whose resting pulse rate is
60 starts fast-pace jogging and his/her pulse rate abruptly
increases to 150, if the tracking ability of an adaptive filter is
slower than the rise of pulse rate, there is a possibility that the
adaptive filter may reject a heartbeat component signal that is
rising abruptly. However, this configuration is able to elimi-
nate such a possibility.

Application Example 3

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of the above-mentioned application example, the first
filtering unit may include: a detection unit that detects
whether or not a change in the pulse wave has increased over
a predetermined threshold based on the first pulse wave sig-
nal; and a switching unit that switches the first gain coeffi-
cients to second gain coefficients in accordance with an out-
put signal of the detection unit.

The amplitudes of signals output from the pulse wave
sensor are monitored, and when a signal whose amplitude is
equal to or larger than a predetermined amplitude is input, the
gain coeflicients are changed so that a weighting is applied to
the first signal. Specifically, the coefficients are h1=1.0 and
h2=0.5 in a normal mode and are h1=1.2 and h2=0.0 in an
impact mode.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
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motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 4

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of the above-mentioned application example, when the
detection unit has detected that the change in the pulse wave
has increased over the predetermined threshold, the first fil-
tering unit may not perform a process of updating the filters of
the adaptive spectral line enhancer.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 5

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of above-mentioned application example, when the detec-
tion unit is unable to detect for a predetermined period that the
change in the pulse wave has increased over the predeter-
mined threshold based on the first pulse wave signal, the
switching unit may switch the second gain coefficients to the
first gain coefficients.

When the signal output from the pulse wave sensor has not
increased over a threshold signal amplitude for a predeter-
mined period after the gain coefficients were changed, the
gain coefficients are switched to the original coefficients.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 6

According to a sixth application example, in the pulse
detector of the above-mentioned application example, the
pulse detector may further include: a motion sensor that
detects and outputs a motion signal in response to a motion of
the human body; and a second filtering unit that generates an
adaptive filter based on the motion signal to extract a noise
signal in the second pulse wave signal and outputs the pulse
signal in which the noise signal is removed from the second
pulse wave signal.

The amplitudes of signals output from the pulse wave
sensor are monitored, and when a signal whose amplitude is
equal to or larger than a predetermined amplitude is input, the
filtering is performed without updating the filter coefficients
of the adaptive filter.

According to this configuration, the coefficients of the
adaptive filter that constructs the adaptive spectral line
enhancer are not updated (in the impact mode) with the first
pulse wave signal used as a reference signal, in which a noise
signal is mixed. By doing so, the adaptive filter itself will not
(rarely) allow passage of an impact noise signal. Therefore, it
is possible to maintain a state where the pulse is detected more
easily as compared to the case of an adaptive filter that is
configured such that the filter coefficients are always updated.

Application Example 7

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of the above-mentioned application example, the first
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signal may include a heartbeat signal component and a nor-
mal signal component which contains changes in the blood-
stream caused by a swinging motion of the arm during walk-
ing or jogging, and the second signal may include an
abnormal unexpected signal component which contains
changes in the bloodstream caused by a motion of a finger or
the wrist and changes in the bloodstream caused by a touch on
a finger or the wrist.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis.

Application Example 8

According to this application example, there is provided a
pulse detector that detects a pulse signal originating from the
pulse of the human body, including: a pulse wave sensor that
detects and outputs a first pulse wave signal in which the pulse
signal and a noise signal are mixed; a motion sensor that
detects and outputs a motion signal in response to a motion of
the human body; a first filtering unit that generates an adap-
tive filter based on a third pulse wave signal, divides the first
pulse wave signal into a first signal and a second signal, and
outputs a second pulse wave signal including at least the first
signal; and a second filtering unit that generates an adaptive
filter based on the motion signal to extract the noise signal in
the second pulse wave signal and outputs the third pulse wave
signal in which the noise signal is removed from the second
pulse wave signal, wherein the third pulse wave signal is
detected as the pulse signal.

The adaptive spectral line enhancer calculates adaptive
filter coefficients using a signal, which has passed through the
motion-affected component filtering unit, as a reference sig-
nal. By doing so, the first pulse wave signal is divided into a
solely heartbeat signal component which is the first signal
having autocorrelation, an abnormal unexpected signal com-
ponent which is the second signal having no autocorrelation
and which contains changes in the bloodstream caused by a
motion of a finger or the wrist and changes in the bloodstream
caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist, and a normal signal
component which is also the second signal and which con-
tains changes in the bloodstream caused by swinging of the
arm during walking or jogging.

According to this configuration, the pulse wave frequency
analysis is performed more easily.

Application Example 9

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tor of the above-mentioned application example, the first
signal may include a heartbeat signal component, and the
second signal may include an abnormal unexpected signal
component which contains changes in the bloodstream
caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and changes in the
bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist and a
normal signal component which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a swinging motion of the arm during
walking or jogging.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis.
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Application Example 10

According to this application example, there is provided a
pulse detection method for causing a computer to detect a
pulse signal originating from the pulse ofthe human body, the
computer including a pulse wave sensor that detects a first
pulse wave signal in which the pulse signal and a noise signal
are mixed, the method including: first filtering which involves
generating an adaptive spectral line enhancer based on the
first pulse wave signal, dividing the first pulse wave signal
into a first signal and a second signal, and outputting a second
pulse wave signal including at least the first signal.

The first pulse wave signal obtained from the pulse wave
sensor is divided into a first signal having autocorrelation and
a second signal, which is the remaining signal, using the first
pulse wave signal itself as a reference signal, and pulse fre-
quency analysis is performed based on the first signal. Spe-
cifically, the first pulse wave signal is passed through the
adaptive spectral line enhancer which is one kind of adaptive
filter, whereby the first pulse wave signal is divided into a
normal signal component which is the first signal having
autocorrelation and which contains a heartbeat component
and changes in blood volume caused by swinging of the arm
during walking or jogging, and an abnormal unexpected sig-
nal component which is the second signal having no autocor-
relation and which contains changes in the bloodstream
caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and changes in the
bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis. Moreover, since the pulse wave
frequency analysis is performed after the first pulse wave
signal obtained from the pulse wave sensor is divided into the
signal component having autocorrelation and the other com-
ponents, it is possible to alleviate the influence of an unex-
pected noise signal.

Application Example 11

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example, the
first filtering step may include calculating the sum of the first
and second signals by applying first gain coefficients to
change a ratio thereof to generate the second pulse wave
signal and outputting the second pulse wave signal.

The pulse detection is performed based on a signal which is
the sum of the first and second signals with a ratio thereof
changed. Specifically, (Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2x
Signal B) (where, gain coefficients are h1=1.0 and h2<1.0).

According to this configuration, it is possible to alleviate
the influence of an impact and increase the ability to track
abrupt changes in the pulse component and motion compo-
nent. For example, when a person whose resting pulse rate is
60 starts fast-pace jogging and his/her pulse rate abruptly
increases to 150, if the tracking ability of an adaptive filter is
slower than the rise of pulse rate, there is a possibility that the
adaptive filter may reject heartbeat component signal that is
rising abruptly. However, this configuration is able to elimi-
nate such a possibility.

Application Example 12

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example, the
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first filtering step may include: detecting whether or not a
change in the pulse wave has increased over a predetermined
threshold based on the first pulse wave signal; and switching
the first gain coefficients to second gain coefficients in accor-
dance with an output signal obtained in the detecting.

The amplitudes of signals output from the pulse wave
sensor are monitored, and when a signal whose amplitude is
equal to or larger than a predetermined amplitude is input, the
gain coeflicients are changed so that a weighting is applied to
the first signal. Specifically, the coefficients are h1=1.0 and
h2=0.5 in a normal mode and are h1=1.2 and h2=0.0 in an
impact mode.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 13

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example,
when it is detected in the detection step that the change in the
pulse wave has increased over the predetermined threshold, a
process of updating the filters of the adaptive spectral line
enhancer may be not performed in the first filtering step.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 14

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example,
when in the detection step, it was unable to detect for a
predetermined period that the change in the pulse wave has
increased over the predetermined threshold based on the first
pulse wave signal, the second gain coefficients may be
switched to the first gain coefficients in the switching step.

When the signal output from the pulse wave sensor has not
increased over a threshold signal amplitude for a predeter-
mined period after the gain coefficients were changed, the
gain coefficients are switched to the original coefficients.

According to this configuration, in the impact mode, resis-
tance to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy
to specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the
normal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

Application Example 15

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example, the
computer may include a motion sensor that detects and out-
puts a motion signal in response to a motion of the human
body; and the method may include second filtering which
involves generating an adaptive filter based on the motion
signal to extract a noise signal in the second pulse wave signal
and outputting the pulse signal in which the noise signal is
removed from the second pulse wave signal.

The amplitudes of signals output from the pulse wave
sensor are monitored, and when a signal whose amplitude is
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equal to or larger than a predetermined amplitude is input, the
filtering is performed without updating the filter coefficients
of the adaptive filter.

According to this configuration, the coefficients of the
adaptive filter that constructs the adaptive spectral line
enhancer are not updated (in the impact mode) with the first
pulse wave signal used as a reference signal, in which a noise
signal is mixed. By doing so, the adaptive filter itself will not
(rarely) allow passage of an impact noise signal. Therefore, it
is possible to maintain a state where the pulse is detected more
easily as compared to the case of an adaptive filter that is
configured such that the filter coefficients are always updated.

Application Example 16

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example, the
first signal may include a heartbeat signal component and a
normal signal component which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a swinging motion of the arm during
walking or jogging, and the second signal may include an
abnormal unexpected signal component which contains
changes in the bloodstream caused by a motion of a finger or
the wrist and changes in the bloodstream caused by a touch on
a finger or the wrist.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis.

Application Example 17

According to this application example, there is provided a
pulse detection method for causing a computer to detect a
pulse signal originating from the pulse ofthe human body, the
computer including a pulse wave sensor that detects a first
pulse wave signal in which the pulse signal and a noise signal
are mixed and a motion sensor that detects and outputs a
motion signal in response to a motion of the human body, the
method including: first filtering which involves generating an
adaptive filter based on a third pulse wave signal, dividing the
first pulse wave signal into a first signal and a second signal,
and outputting a second pulse wave signal including at least
the first signal; and second filtering which involves generat-
ing an adaptive filter based on the motion signal to extract the
noise signal in the second pulse wave signal and outputting
the third pulse wave signal in which the noise signal is
removed from the second pulse wave signal, wherein the third
pulse wave signal is detected as the pulse signal.

The adaptive spectral line enhancer calculates adaptive
filter coefficients using a signal, which has passed through the
motion-affected component filtering unit, as a reference sig-
nal being the third pulse wave signal. By doing so, the third
pulse wave signal is divided into a solely heartbeat compo-
nent which is the first signal having autocorrelation, an abnor-
mal unexpected signal component which is the second signal
having no autocorrelation and which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and
changes in the bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or
the wrist, a normal change in bloodstream signal component
which is also the second signal and which contains changes in
the bloodstream caused by swinging of the arm during walk-

ing or jogging.
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According to this configuration, the pulse wave frequency
analysis is performed more easily.

Application Example 18

According to this application example, in the pulse detec-
tion method of the above-mentioned application example, the
first signal may include a heartbeat signal component, and the
second signal may include an abnormal unexpected signal
component which contains changes in the bloodstream
caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and changes in the
bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist and a
normal signal component which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a swinging motion of the arm during
walking or jogging.

According to this configuration, since an impact noise
signal having a high signal level is decreased in the first
signal, it is possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or
failure in the pulse detection when specifying the frequency
component representing the pulse at the time of performing
the pulse frequency analysis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein like numbers reference like
elements.

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a pulse detector
according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of processing steps in an exces-
sive-amplitude noise removal unit according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a pulse detection method in the
pulse detector according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4A is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the
pulse detector according to the first embodiment, and FI1G. 4B
is a side view of a pulse wave sensor of the pulse detector
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a top view of the main body of the pulse detector
according to the first embodiment, showing a state where a
wrist band, a cable, and the like are removed.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram showing the configu-
rations around a control unit according to the first embodi-
ment.

FIGS. 7A to 7C are diagrams showing normal-mode output
data from the pulse wave sensor of the pulse detector accord-
ing to the first embodiment, in which FIG. 7A shows first
pulse wave signal data, FIG. 7B shows first pulse wave signal
data (signal A), and FIG. 7C shows first pulse wave signal
data (signal B).

FIG. 8A shows pulse signal data when an excessive-am-
plitude noise removal unit is not used, and FIG. 8B shows
pulse signal data when the excessive-amplitude noise
removal unit of the pulse detector according to the first
embodiment is used.

FIGS. 9A to 9C are diagrams showing impact-mode output
data from the pulse wave sensor of the pulse detector accord-
ing to the first embodiment, in which FIG. 9A shows first
pulse wave signal data, FIG. 9B shows first pulse wave signal
data (signal A), and FIG. 9C shows first pulse wave signal
data (signal B).

FIG. 10A shows pulse signal data when an excessive-
amplitude noise removal unit is not used, and F1G. 10B shows
pulse signal data when the excessive-amplitude noise
removal unit of the pulse detector according to the first
embodiment is used.
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FIG. 11 A shows second pulse wave signal data when the
same gain coefficients are used in the normal mode and the
impact mode, and FIG. 11B shows second pulse wave signal
data when the coefficients of an adaptive filter are updated
even after the impact mode has started.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of processing steps of an exces-
sive-amplitude noise removal unit according to a second
embodiment.

FIG. 13 A shows first pulse wave signal data output from a
pulse wave sensor of a pulse detector according to the second
embodiment, FIG. 13B shows pulse signal data when an
excessive-amplitude noise removal unit is not used, and FIG.
13C shows pulse signal data when the excessive-amplitude
noise removal unit of the pulse detector according to the
second embodiment is used.

FIG. 14A shows pulse signal data when there is no noise,
and FIG. 14B shows pulse signal data when there is noise.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a pulse detector 2
according to the first embodiment. FIG. 2 is a block diagram
of processing steps in a noise removal unit (adaptive spectral
line enhancer) 94 according to the first embodiment.

A pulse wave sensor 10 of the pulse detector 2 according to
the present embodiment detects a first pulse wave signal of'a
subject. The first pulse wave signal is subjected to amplifica-
tion, AD conversion, and sampling in a first acquisition unit
12 and is then stored in a buffer. In the present embodiment,
the sampling frequency is “16 Hz.”

The first pulse wave signal is the sum of an original pulse
component and a motion component based on a body motion.
The first pulse wave signal stored in the buffer is output to a
delay unit 14, a computation unit 16, and a detection unit 18.

The delay unit 14 delays the first pulse wave signal and
outputs the signal to an first filtering unit 20.

The first filtering unit 20 applies an autocorrelation filter
whose filter coefficient is multiplied to the delayed first pulse
wave signal to calculate a signal A (first signal) and outputs
the signal A to the computation unit 16 and a combining unit
22.

The computation unit 16 subtracts the signal A obtained
through the autocorrelation filter from the first pulse wave
signal to calculate a signal B (second signal) and outputs the
calculated difference data to an update unit 24 and the com-
bining unit 22.

The signal A includes a heartbeat signal component and a
normal signal component which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a swinging motion of the arm during
walking or jogging. The signal B includes an abnormal unex-
pected signal component which contains changes in the
bloodstream caused by a motion of a finger or the wrist and
changes in the bloodstream caused by a touch on a finger or
the wrist.

In the present embodiment, since an impact noise signal
having a high signal level is decreased in the signal A, it is
possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or failure in
the pulse detection when specifying the frequency compo-
nentrepresenting the pulse at the time of performing the pulse
frequency analysis.
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The detection unit 18 detects a state where the pulse wave
signal is increased too high and outputs the detection results
to the update unit 24 and a switching unit 26.

The update unit 24 appropriately calculates a constant in
accordance with the difference data input from the computa-
tion unit 16 and outputs the calculated constant to the auto-
correlation filter as the filter coefficient. Moreover, even when
the pulse wave signal is increased too much, the update unit
24 updates the filter coefficient and outputs the updated filter
coefficient to the autocorrelation filter.

The switching unit 26 forcibly sets a gain coefficient of the
combining unit 22 to a predetermined value (a first or second
gain coefficient). If a signal output from the pulse wave sensor
10 has not increased over a threshold signal amplitude for a
predetermined period after the gain coefficient was changed,
the gain coefficient is changed to the original gain coefficient.

In the present embodiment, in an impact mode, resistance
to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy to
specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in a normal
mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and motion
can be dealt with easily can be maintained while providing a
certain degree of impact resistance.

The combining unit 22 performs signal combining pro-
cessing using the signals A and B and the gain coefficient and
outputs second pulse wave signal data to a second filtering
unit 28. Moreover, the combining unit 22 performs motion
detection processing based on a signal which is the sum of the
signals A and B with a ratio thereof changed. Specifically,
(Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2xSignal B) (where, gain
coefficients are h1=1.0 and h2<1.0).

In the present embodiment, it is possible to alleviate the
influence of an impact and increase the ability to track abrupt
changes in the pulse component and motion component. For
example, when a person whose resting pulse rate is 60 starts
fast-pace jogging and his/her pulse rate abruptly increases to
150, if the tracking ability of an adaptive filter is slower than
the rise of pulse rate, there is a possibility that the adaptive
filter may reject heartbeat component signal that is rising
abruptly. However, this configuration is able to eliminate such
a possibility.

A motion sensor 30 is configured by an acceleration sensor
or the like and measures a motion signal of the subject. The
motion signal is subjected to amplification, AD conversion,
and sampling in a second acquisition unit 32 and is then stored
in a buffer. The motion signal stored in the buffer is output to
the second filtering unit 28.

The second filtering unit 28 includes an adaptive filter, a
subtractor, and a coefficient calculator which are not shown.
The adaptive filter is configured by an FIR filter and calcu-
lates an estimated value of the body motion component. The
subtractor subtracts the estimated value from the second pulse
wave signal. The coefficient calculator sequentially calcu-
lates a constant in accordance with a difference signal, and the
calculated constant is set to the adaptive filter.

In the present embodiment, the coefficients of the adaptive
filter that constructs the noise removal unit 94 are not updated
in the impact mode with the first pulse wave signal used as a
reference signal, in which a noise signal is mixed. By doing
so, the adaptive filter itself will not (rarely) allow passage of
an impact noise signal. Therefore, it is possible to maintain a
state where the pulse is detected more easily as compared to
the case of an adaptive filter that is configured such that the
filter coefficients are always updated.

An analyzing unit 34 subjects a series of pulse signals to
FFT processing to obtain the frequency components thereof.
Among these frequency components, a component having the
highest level is extracted as a pulse wave component.
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A calculation unit 36 calculates a pulse rate which is the
number of beats per minute based on the frequency of the
pulse wave component. Thereafter, the calculation unit 36
displays the calculated pulse rate on a display unit (not
shown).

The noise removal unit 94 includes the delay unit 14, the
computation unit 16, the first filtering unit 20, the update unit
24, and the combining unit 22.

The noise removal unit 94, the detection unit 18, and the
switching unit 26 constitute a first filtering unit.

Next, the noise removal unit 94 according to the present
embodiment will be described for each processing step with
reference to FIG. 2.

First, first pulse wave signal data d which are obtained by
sampling the first pulse wave signal detected by the pulse
wave sensor 10 include a pulse signal component which is a
desired signal to be detected and a noise component associ-
ated to a body motion. Here, the delay unit 14 delays the first
pulse wave signal data d which are based on the first pulse
wave signal from the pulse wave sensor 10 (step S1). The first
filtering unit 20 applies an autocorrelation filter whose filter
coefficient is multiplied to the delayed first pulse wave signal
data d to obtain a filter output y (step S2). The computation
unit 16 subtracts the filter output y from the first pulse wave
signal data d (step S3) to calculate difference data e as the
signal B having no autocorrelation. Moreover, the difference
data e are output to the update unit 24. The update unit 24
appropriately calculates a constant in accordance with the
difference data e (step S4), and the calculated constant is set
to the autocorrelation filter. Moreover, the filter output y is
used as the signal A having autocorrelation.

The gain coefficients of the signals A and B obtained in this
way are adjusted (step S5), and the adjusted signals A and B
are subjected to signal combining processing (step S6),
whereby a pulse wave signal is extracted and used as second
pulse wave signal data d2.

Hereinafter, the signal obtained by applying an adaptive
filter whose filter coefficient is multiplied to the motion signal
data which are obtained by sampling the motion signal from
the motion sensor 30 will be referred to as a motion affected
signal, namely an estimate of noise. The difference data
obtained by subtracting the motion affected signal from the
second pulse wave signal data d2 are used as the pulse signal.

In the following description, several embodiments will be
described in accordance with a method of detecting changes
in pulse waves and a processing order until the pulse is
detected, or a method of setting an adaptive filter.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a pulse detection method in the
pulse detector 2 according to the present embodiment. The
flowchart shows the flow of processing in a first filtering step
(steps S20 to S110) which is performed by an MPU 38 (see
FIG. 6) in accordance with a pulse detection algorithm of the
present embodiment. The first filtering step involves process-
ing the second pulse wave signal data d2 and the motion
signal data to extract the pulse signal, and ultimately, display-
ing and outputting the pulse rate on a liquid crystal display 42
(see FIG. 6) based on the pulse signal.

First, when a subject wearing the pulse detector 2 presses a
predetermined button to start measurement with the pulse
detector, the MPU 38 acquires and records the first pulse wave
signal data d and the motion signal data into a RAM 40 (see
FIG. 6) (step S10).

Subsequently, the first pulse wave signal data d are sub-
jected to delay processing (step S20).

After that, the size relationship between a reference sample
number and an entire sample number is determined (step
S30). When the reference sample number is equal to or
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smaller than the entire sample number, the flow proceeds to
step S40. When the reference sample number is larger than
the entire sample number, the flow proceeds to step S110.

Subsequently, when the reference sample number is
smaller than or equal to the entire sample number, the first
pulse wave signal data d are passed to an autocorrelation filter,
whereby the MPU 38 acquires and records the filter output y
(signal A) into the RAM 40 (step S40).

After that, the MPU 38 acquires and records the difference
data e, which are the difference between the first pulse wave
signal data d and the filter output y, into the RAM 40 (step
S50).

Subsequently, a determination is made as to whether or not
a signal having an excessive amplitude is detected (step S60).
When a signal having an excessive amplitude is detected, the
flow proceeds to step S70. When a signal having an excessive
amplitude is not detected, the flow proceeds to step S80.

After that, when a signal having an excessive amplitude is
detected, the second gain coefficient in the impact mode is
selected and the second pulse wave signal data d2 are calcu-
lated (step S70).

Subsequently, the flow returns to step S30.

On the other hand, when a signal having an excessive
amplitude is not detected, it is determined whether or not a
predetermined period has passed (step S80). When the pre-
determined period has passed, the flow proceeds to step S90.
When the predetermined period has not passed, the flow
proceeds to step S70.

After that, when the predetermined period has passed, the
autocorrelation filter coefficients are updated based on the
difference data e (step S90).

Subsequently, the first gain coefficient in the normal mode
is selected and the second pulse wave signal data d2 are
calculated (step S100).

After that, the flow returns to step S30.

On the other hand, when the reference sample number is
larger than the entire sample number, the MPU 38 acquires
and records the second pulse wave signal data d2 into the
RAM 40 (step S110). The MPU 38 subjects the second pulse
wave signal data d2 to adaptive filtering for removing a body
motion component and acquires and records the pulse signal
data into the RAM 40 (step S120). The MPU 38 subjects the
pulse signal data to FFT processing to specify the frequency
representing the pulse (step S130) and calculates the pulse
rate from the frequency (step S140). The calculated pulse rate
is displayed and output to the liquid crystal device 42 (see
FIG. 6). The series of above-described processing (steps S10
to S140) are continued until the subject inputs a measurement
stop instruction to the pulse detector 2.

Two Signal Processing Modes

The normal mode is used when there is no impact or the
like, and the original pulse can be measured stably, and in this
mode, a slightly higher weight is applied to the signal A, and
a slightly lower weight is applied to the signal B. During this
mode, the process of updating the filter coefficients that con-
struct the noise removal unit 94 is performed for each target
tap (sampling). The first gain coefficient, for example, is used
as the gain coefficient in this mode.

The impact mode is used when an impact signal different
from the component obtained when the pulse can be mea-
sured stably is mixed into the output signal of the pulse wave
sensor 10, and in this mode, the weight applied to the signal A
is increased, and the weight applied to the signal B is set to 0.
This mode lasts for a predetermined period after an impact is
detected. When no impact is detected for a predetermined
period, the processing mode returns to the normal mode.
During this mode, the process of updating the filter coeffi-
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cients that construct the noise removal unit 94 is not per-
formed. The second gain coefficient, for example, is used as
the gain coefficient in this mode.

FIG. 4A is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the
pulse detector 2 according to this embodiment. The pulse
detector 2 is roughly configured to include a main body 44
that has a wristwatch-like structure, a cable 46 connected to
the main body 44, and the pulse wave sensor 10 provided at
the distal end of the cable 46.

A connector piece 48 is provided at one end of the cable 46.
The connector piece 48 is detachably attached to a connector
unit 50 that is provided on the 6 o’clock side of the main body
44.

The main body 44 includes a wrist band 52 that is wound
around a wrist from the 12 o’clock side of a wristwatch and
fixed at the 6 o’clock side. With this wrist band 52, the main
body 44 is detachably worn around the wrist.

FIG. 4B is a side view near the pulse wave sensor 10 of the
pulse detector 2 according to the present embodiment. The
pulse wave sensor 10 is attached to a portion an index finger
ranging from the root to the finger joint in a state of being
shielded by a sensor fixing band 54. In this way, by attaching
the pulse wave sensor 10 to the base of the finger, the length
of'the cable 46 can be reduced, and the cable 46 may not cause
problems during running. Moreover, when the distribution of
the body temperature is measured at positions ranging from
the palm to the finger tip, the temperature at the finger tip may
decrease greatly on cold days whereas the temperature at the
base of the finger may decrease a relatively small amount.
Therefore, by attaching the pulse wave sensor 10 to the base
of the finger, the pulse rate or the like can be measured
accurately while running outdoors on cold days.

FIG. 5 is a top view of the main body 44 of the pulse
detector 2 according to the present embodiment, showing a
state where the wrist band 52, the cable 46, and the like are
removed. In FIG. 5, the main body 44 includes a watch casing
56 made from a resin. On the top surface of the watch casing
56, an EL backlight-attached liquid crystal display 42 is pro-
vided, on which a pace during running and walking, pulse
wave information such as the pulse rate, and the like are
displayed in addition to the present time and date.

The liquid crystal display 42 has a first segment display
region 58 positioned on the top left side of a display surface,
a second segment display region 60 positioned on the top
right side, a third segment display region 62 positioned on the
bottom right side, and a dot display region 64 positioned at the
bottom left side. In the dot display region 64, various kinds of
information can be displayed graphically.

Inside the watch casing 56, a motion sensor 30 (see FIG. 6)
is provided for calculating the pitch. An acceleration sensor or
the like can be used as the motion sensor 30.

Moreover, a control unit 66 that performs various kinds of
control and data processing is provided in the watch casing
56. This control unit 66 calculates an average pulse rate, a
change over time in the variation of the pulse rate from the
average pulse rate, and the like based on the detection results
(motion signal) by the motion sensor 30 and the detection
results (first pulse wave signal) by the pulse wave sensor 10,
and if necessary, displays the calculated data on the liquid
crystal display 42. Moreover, the control unit 66 transmits the
calculated average pulse data corresponding to each calcula-
tion time and pulse variation data representing a variation of
the pulse rate from the average pulse rate corresponding to the
average pulse data to a management center (not shown)
through a transceiver circuit 68 (see FIG. 6) and an antenna
unit 70 together with an ID code that specifies the pulse
detector 2.
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In this case, since a timer circuit is also included in the
control unit 66, hours and the like are generally displayed on
the liquid crystal display 42.

Moreover, an input unit 72 (see FIG. 6) is arranged on the
periphery of the watch casing 56 in which button switches 74
to 82 are arranged for performing external operations such as
time adjustment and display mode switching. Moreover, the
input unit 72 is also arranged on the top surface of the watch
casing 56 in which large button switches 84 and 86 are pro-
vided.

The pulse detector 2 is powered by a small button-type
battery 88 that is included inside the watch casing 56. The
cable 46 supplies electrical power from the battery 88 to the
pulse wave sensor 10 and transfers the detection results of the
pulse wave sensor 10 to the control unit 66 of the watch casing
56.

With the increase in the number of functions provided by
the pulse detector 2, there is a need to increase the size of the
main body 44. However, since there is a limitation in that the
main body 44 should be worn around the wrist, it is difficult
to enlarge the main body 44 in the directions of the 6 o’clock
and 12 o’clock sides of a wristwatch.

In the present embodiment, the watch casing 56 used in the
main body 44 has a horizontally long shape such that the
length in the directions ofthe 3 o’clock and 9 o’clock is longer
than the length in the directions of the 6 o’clock and 12
o’clock.

In this case, the wrist band 52 is connected at positions
shifted to the 3 o’clock side. Therefore, when seen from the
wristband 52, an extension portion 90 which is different from
that on the 3 o’clock side is provided on the 9 o’clock side of
the wristwatch. Accordingly, it becomes easier to freely bend
the wrist compared to the case of using the watch casing 56
that has a horizontally long shape. Moreover, even when the
wrist is bent backwards, the back of a hand will not touch
against the watch casing 56.

Inside the watch casing 56, a flat piezoelectric element 92
for generating a buzzing sound is disposed on the 9 o’clock
side to the battery 88. Since the battery 88 is heavier than the
piezoelectric element 92, the central position of the main
body 44 is at a position shifted to the 3 o’clock side. Since the
wrist band 52 is connected to the side of the shifted central
position, the main body 44 can be worn around the wrist in a
stable state. Moreover, since the battery 88 and the piezoelec-
tric element 92 are arranged in a planar direction, the main
body 44 can be made thin. In addition to this, although not
shown, a battery cover is formed on the rear surface, so thata
user can replace the battery 88 easily.

Moreover, the antenna unit 70 for performing communica-
tion with the management center is provided inside the watch
casing 56.

FIG. 6 a schematic block diagram showing the configura-
tions around the control unit 66 according to the present
embodiment.

The control unit 66 is roughly configured to include a pulse
wave data processor 96 for calculating the pulse rate or the
like based on the results input from the pulse wave sensor 10,
a pitch data processor 98 for calculating the pitch based on the
results input from the motion sensor 30, a clock generator 100
for generating an operation clock signal, and a controller 102
for controlling the whole of the control unit 66.

The pulse wave data processor 96 roughly includes a pulse
wave signal amplifier circuit 104, a pulse wave shaping circuit
106, and an A/D converter circuit 108. Among them, the A/D
converter circuit 108 is shared with the pitch data processor
98.
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The pulse wave signal amplifier circuit 104 amplifies the
first pulse wave signal which is the output of the pulse wave
sensor 10 and outputs the amplified first pulse wave signal to
the A/D converter circuit 108 and the pulse wave shaping
circuit 106.

The pulse wave shaping circuit 106 performs wave-shap-
ing on the amplified pulse wave signal and outputs the result-
ing signal to the controller 102.

The A/D converter circuit 108 performs A/D conversion on
the amplified pulse wave signal and outputs the resulting
signal to the controller 102 as pulse wave data.

The pitch data processor 98 roughly includes a motion
signal amplifier circuit 110, a motion wave shaping circuit
112, and the A/D converter circuit 108. Among them, the A/D
converter circuit 108 is shared with the pulse wave data pro-
cessor 96 as described above.

The motion signal amplifier circuit 110 amplifies the
motion signal which is the output of the motion sensor 30 and
outputs the amplified motion signal to the A/D converter
circuit 108 and the motion wave shaping circuit 112.

The motion wave shaping circuit 112 performs wave-shap-
ing on the amplified motion signal and outputs the resulting
signal to the controller 102.

The A/D converter circuit 108 performs A/D conversion on
the amplified motion signal and outputs the resulting signal to
the controller 102 as motion data.

The clock generator 100 roughly includes an oscillation
circuit 114 and a frequency divider circuit 116.

The oscillation circuit 114 includes a quartz crystal oscil-
lator or the like. The oscillation circuit 114 supplies a clock
signal to the controller 102 as a reference operation clock and
supplies the clock signal to the frequency divider circuit 116
so that a counter clock signal is generated from the clock
signal.

The frequency divider circuit 116 divides the frequency of
the supplied clock signal to generate and supply various
counter clock signals to the controller 102.

The controller 102 roughly includes the MPU 38, the RAM
40, and a ROM 118. The MPU 38 is connected to the input
unit 72, the transceiver circuit 68, and the antenna unit 70 in
addition to the liquid crystal display 42 described above.

The MPU 38 controls the whole of the control unit 66, and
consequently, the whole of the pulse detector 2 based on a
control program stored in the ROM 118.

The RAM 40 temporarily stores various kinds of data
including the pulse wave data and the motion data and is used
as a work area.

The ROM 118 stores in advance the control program for
controlling the whole of the MPU 38, and eventually, the
pulse detector 2.

In the above-described present embodiment, the pulse
wave signal filtering unit and the filter coefficient setting unit
of the pulse detector 2 are realized when the MPU 38 pro-
cesses the first pulse wave signal data d and the motion signal
data in accordance with a predetermined program. For
example, the main function of the pulse wave signal filtering
unit is to detect the pulse by removing a noise component
correlated to the motion from the second pulse wave signal
using an adaptive filter which is constructed by an FIR filter or
the like. The adaptive filter is a digital filter which is realized
when the MPU 38 executes a predetermined program.

Difference from General Adaptive Filter Processing

Generally speaking, adaptive filter processing repeatedly
performs processing until the difference data e are minimized
(or become equal to or lower than a threshold). In contrast, the
adaptive filter used in the present embodiment and adaptive
filters for removing body motion components which have
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been used from the past are those which are also referred to as
adaptive notch filters. A notch filter is a filter that divides an
input signal into an unnecessary signal and a necessary signal.
Thus, an adaptive notch filter is a filter that has a function of
changing (namely, adapting) its filter characteristics so as to
comply with a desired signal on a real-time basis.
Adaptive Notch Filter Processing Applied to Motion Remov-
ing Algorithm

Since the filter output y having correlation with an accel-
eration signal in the first pulse wave signal is output from the
adaptive filter, the difference data e of the heartbeat compo-
nent can be derived by subtracting this filter output y from the
original signal before being input to the adaptive filter.

The filtering computation processing by the adaptive filter
can be expressed as follows.

Y/i]=3{h{k]*Yfi-k]} (i=1 to n, k=1 to 1)

Efij=dfi]-Y[i] (i=1 to n)
As the adaptive filter coefficients update processing, an
LMS algorithm can be used, for example.

hik]=h{k]+u*Efi]*Yfi-k] (i=1 to n, k=1 to n)

In the above equations, n is a filter length (array size), and
for example, 64 is used as the filter length, so that the first
pulse wave signal and the acceleration signal are subjected to
filter processing every 64 samples (that is, the filter length is
the number of digital signal samples). Moreover, i is the
number of a sample being calculated among n samples (i=1 to
n), Y[i] is a component having high correlation with the
acceleration signal in the first pulse wave signal (i=1 ton), d[i]
is the first pulse wave signal data (sensor output) (i=1 ton), E
[1] is the heartbeat signal data (i=1 to n), h[k] is a window of
filter coefficients (k=1 to n), and p is a step size. The larger the
step size of a filter, the higher the ability to track changes in a
reference signal. The smaller the step size, the higher the
stability of the filter though the ability to track decreases.

By performing the above processing with respect to the
sample number i=1 to 64, the waveform E[1] to E[64] of the
heartbeat signal data can be obtained.

The following is the processing procedure in a general
adaptive notch filter.

fori=1ton {
fork=1ton{
(filtering computation processing for sample 1)

fork=1ton{
(filter coefficient update processing)

Adaptive Notch Filter Processing Introduced in Noise
Removal Unit 94 of Present Embodiment

By the following computation processing, a signal having
high autocorrelation (that is, a signal in which unexpected
noise is not contained) in the first pulse wave signal can be
obtained.

The filtering computation processing by the adaptive filter
can be expressed as follows.

Y/i]=3{h{k]*Yfi-k-1]} (i=1 to n, k=1 to n)

(-1 represents the amount of delay processing)

E[iJ=d[i]-Yfi] (i=1to n)
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As the adaptive filter coefficients update processing, an
LMS algorithm can be used, for example.

hik]=h{k]+u*Efi] *Y[i-k] (i=1 to n, k=1to n)

In the above equations, n is a filter length (array size), and
for example, 64 is used as the filter length, so that the first
pulse wave signal and the acceleration signal are subjected to
filter processing every 64 samples (that is, the filter length is
the number of digital signal samples). Moreover, i is the
number of a sample being calculated among n samples (i=1 to
n), Y[i] is a component having high autocorrelation (signal A)
in the first pulse wave signal (i=1 to n), d[i] is the first pulse
wave signal data (sensor output) (i=1 to n), E[i] is a compo-
nent having low autocorrelation (signal B) in the heartbeat
signal (i=1 to n), h[k] is a window of filter coefficients (k=1 to
n), and i is a step size. The larger the step size of a filter, the
higher the ability to track changes in a reference signal. The
smaller the step size, the higher the stability of the filter
though the ability to track decreases.

By performing the above processing with respect to the
number of input samples (64), the signal waveform A having
high autocorrelation can be obtained as Y[1] to Y[64].

The following is the processing procedure in a general
adaptive notch filter.

fori=lton{
fork=1ton {
(filtering computation processing for sample 1)

fork=1ton {
(filter coefficient update processing)
¥

}

FIG. 7A to FIG. 11B are graphs showing the respective
signal waveforms and the results of frequency analysis by
FFT processing before and after the signal processing in the
pulse detector 2. Curves 120a to 120/ on the top of each graph
show signal waveforms obtained by connecting points in
which data at each sampling point are plotted in a time-
sequential manner, and the vertical axis of each graph is a time
axis. Moreover, bar graphs 122a to 122/ on the bottom of the
graph show the results of frequency analysis, and the hori-
zontal axis is a frequency. These figures show the process of
detecting the pulse of a person in a situation where the person
in a stationary state starts running suddenly and a body
motion has increased abruptly. The signal waveforms 120a to
120/ and the frequency analysis results 122a to 122/ shown in
these figures are obtained when the MPU 38 executes pro-
cessing based on the pulse detection processing algorithm
shown in FIG. 2 using the same hardware as the above-
described embodiment.

The graphs in FIG. 7A to FIG. 11B show the waveforms
120a to 120/ of signals acquired for 16 seconds at a sampling
frequency of 16 Hz and the frequency analysis results 1224 to
122/. FIGS. 7A to 7C are diagrams showing normal-mode
output data from the pulse wave sensor 10 of the pulse detec-
tor 2 according to the present embodiment, specifically show-
ing the first pulse wave signal data d, the first pulse wave
signal data d (signal A), and the first pulse wave signal datad
(signal B). More specifically, FIGS. 7A to 7C show the first
pulse wave signal data d output from the pulse wave sensor 10
and the signals A and B of the first pulse wave signal data d,
respectively. For example, the measurement was performed
during resting after exercise, and the pulse rate was calculated
to be “97” as the measurement result. FIG. 7A shows the
waveform 120qa of the first pulse wave signal data d. FIG. 7B
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shows the data of a signal generated based on the motion
signal data and the adaptive filter coefficient (h), showing the
signal A of the first pulse wave signal data d shown in FIG.
7A. For example, the gain coefficient is “1.0.” FIG. 7C shows
the component of the signal B obtained by subtracting the
signal A from the first pulse wave signal data d in FIG. A. For
example, the gain coefficient is “1.0.”

FIGS. 8A and 8B show the results of pulse detection pro-
cessing. FIG. 8A shows pulse signal data when the noise
removal unit 94 is not used (see the flow of the related art
shown in FIG. 1), and FIG. 8B shows pulse signal data when
the noise removal unit 94 of the pulse detector 2 according to
the present embodiment is used. Here, the first pulse wave
signal data d before the signal processing are the same as the
waveforms 120a, 1205, and 120¢ shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B.
FIG. 8A shows the waveform 1204 of the pulse signal data
when the noise removal unit 94 is not used and the frequency
analysis results 1224, and FI1G. 83 shows the waveform 120e
of the pulse signal data which are the results of the signal
processing by the pulse detection algorithm according to the
present embodiment and the frequency analysis results 122e.

The combined output of the signals A and B of the first
pulse wave signal data d used in FIG. 8B can be expressed as
(Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2xSignal B) (where, gain
coefficients are h1=1.0 and h2=0.5), for example. From the
comparison between FIGS. 8A and 8B, an improvement
result can be seen from an SN index, for example, which is
expressed using a percentage of (the sum of three spectrum
values before and after a pulse baseline)/(the sum of all spec-
trum values). If the index value has increased, it means that
the spectrum showing the pulse becomes more prominent and
that it becomes easy to specify the pulse.

In FIG. 8A, the improvement result is 33.7% when the
noise removal unit 94 is not used. The signal after motion
effect removal which is the final signal used for pulse detec-
tion is substantially equivalent to the output signal of the pulse
wave sensor. In FIG. 83, the improvement result is 37.8%
when the noise removal unit 94 is used. The signal after
motion effect removal which is the final signal used for pulse
detection is substantially equivalent to the output signal of the
noise removal unit 94. By using the present embodiment, it is
possible to make the spectrum showing the pulse prominent
and specify the frequency originating from the pulse.

FIGS. 9A to 9C are diagrams showing impact-mode output
data from the pulse wave sensor 10 of the pulse detector 2
according to the present embodiment, specifically showing
the first pulse wave signal data d, the first pulse wave signal
data d (signal A), and the first pulse wave signal data d (signal
B). In FIG. 9A, in the waveform 120f of the first pulse wave
signal data d, a noise component originating from a body
motion is weighted, and therefore, it is difficult to specify the
frequency component showing the pulse from the frequency
analysis results 122f'by the FFT processing. FIG. 9B shows
the data of a signal generated based on the motion signal data
and the adaptive filter coefficient (h), showing the signal A of
the first pulse wave signal data d shown in FIG. 9A. For
example, the gain coefficient is “1.0.” FIG. 9C shows the
signal B obtained by subtracting the signal A from the first
pulse wave signal data d shown in FIG. 9A. For example, the
gain coefficient is “1.0.”

FIGS. 10A and 10B show the results of pulse detection
processing. FIG. 10A shows pulse signal data when the noise
removal unit 94 is not used (see the flow of the related art
shown in FIG. 1), and FIG. 10B shows pulse signal data when
the noise removal unit 94 of the pulse detector 2 according to
the present embodiment is used. Here, the first pulse wave
signal data d before the signal processing are the same as the
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waveforms 1201, 120g, and 120/ shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B.
FIG. 10A shows the waveform 120 of the pulse signal data
when the noise removal unit 94 is not used and the frequency
analysis results 122/, and FIG. 10B shows the waveform 1205
of the pulse signal data which are the results of the signal
processing by the pulse detection algorithm according to the
present embodiment and the frequency analysis results 122;.

The combined output of the signals A and B of the first
pulse wave signal data d used in FIG. 10B can be expressed as
(Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2xSignal B) (where, the
first gain coefficients are h1=1.0 and h2=0.5) in a zone with
no impact noise, or (Output Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2x
Signal B) (where, the second gain coefficients are h1=1.0 and
h=0.0) in a zone with impact noise, for example.

In the present embodiment, in the impact mode, resistance
to an impact signal is increased (that is, it becomes easy to
specify the frequency of pulse waves). Moreover, in the nor-
mal mode, a state where abrupt changes in the pulse and
motion can be dealt with easily can be maintained while
providing a certain degree of impact resistance.

From the comparison between FIGS. 10A and 10B, an
improvement result seen from an SN index is 12.7% in FIG.
10A in which the noise removal unit 94 is not used. The signal
after motion effect removal which is the final signal used for
pulse detection is substantially equivalent to the output signal
of'the pulse wave sensor. In FIG. 10B, the improvement result
is 27.4% when the noise removal unit 94 is used. The signal
after motion effect removal which is the final signal used for
pulse detection is substantially equivalent to the output signal
of the noise removal unit 94. By using the present embodi-
ment, it is possible to make the spectrum showing the pulse
prominent and specify the frequency originating from the
pulse.

FIGS. 11 A and 11B show the first pulse wave signal data d
when gain coefficients are used. FIG. 11A shows the second
pulse wave signal data d2 when the same gain coefficients are
used in the normal mode and the impact mode, and FI1G. 11B
shows the second pulse wave signal data d2 when the coeffi-
cients of the adaptive filter are updated even after the impact
mode has started. Here, the first pulse wave signal data d
before the signal processing are the same as the waveforms
120f; 120g, and 120/ shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B. FIG. 11A
shows the waveform 120% of the second pulse signal data d2
when the same gain coefficients are used in the normal mode
and the impact mode and the frequency analysis results 122%,
and FIG. 11B shows the waveform 120/ of the second pulse
signal data d2 when the coefficients of the adaptive filter are
updated even after the impact mode has started and the fre-
quency analysis results 122/.

The combined output of the signals A and B of the first
pulse wave signal data d used in FIG. 11A is fixed to (Output
Signal)=(h1xSignal A)+(h2xSignal B) (where, gain coeffi-
cients are h1=1.0 and h2=0.5), for example. Here, the signal
B component has a gain coefficient ofh2=0.5, meaning that it
is carried on a signal which was present in a half of the
original signal. Therefore, it is desirable to underestimate the
signal B component by changing h2 to O or smaller values. In
this case, the SN value is 19.1%.

In FIG. 11B, with the passage of the sampling time, the
adaptive filter becomes adapted to the signal B component.
By decreasing the step size which is a unit value of updating
the filter coefficients by calculation, it is possible to alleviate
the mixing of the signal B. However, there is a possibility that
the signal A is also rejected if a change in the trend when the
pulse rate keeps changing is not to be kept in track. In this
case, the SN value is 14.2%.
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In the present embodiment, since an impact noise signal
having a high signal level is decreased in the signal A, it is
possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or failure in
the pulse detection when specifying the frequency compo-
nent representing the pulse at the time of performing the pulse
frequency analysis. Moreover, since the pulse wave fre-
quency analysis is performed after the first pulse wave signal
obtained from the pulse wave sensor 10 is divided into the
signal component having autocorrelation and the other com-
ponents, it is possible to alleviate the influence of an unex-
pected noise signal.

Moreover, it is possible to remove a noise signal caused by
amotion of the finger, the wrist, and the like and a noise signal
caused by an impact near the finger, the wrist, and the like,
which were difficult to remove with the adaptive filter for
motion removal according to the related art. Furthermore,
since signals having a high signal level with no correlation
with the heartbeat component are removed, it is easy to
specify the frequency component representing the pulse
when performing pulse frequency analysis (that is, it is easy
to detect the pulse).

Second Embodiment

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of processing steps of a pulse
detection method in the pulse detector 2 according to the
present embodiment. FIG. 13A shows first pulse wave signal
data output from the pulse wave sensor 10 of the pulse detec-
tor 2, FIG. 13B shows pulse signal data when the noise
removal unit 94 is not used (see the flow of the related art
shown in FIG. 1), and FIG. 13C shows pulse signal data when
the noise removal unit 94 of the pulse detector 2 according to
the present embodiment is used. In the present embodiment,
the same constituent elements as the first embodiment will be
denoted by the same reference numerals, and description
thereof will be omitted.

In the present embodiment, pulse signal data (third pulse
wave signal) having passed through the filtering unit 28 are
input as the reference signal of the noise removal unit 94. The
pulse detection method according to the present embodiment
includes outputting the pulse signal data which are the output
signal of the motion-affected component filter processing as
the reference signal of the noise removal unit 94 (step S7) in
addition to the respective processing steps (steps S1 to S6) of
the first embodiment.

FIG. 13 A shows the waveform of the first pulse wave signal
data d output from the pulse wave sensor 10 and the frequency
analysis results by the FFT processing. In the waveform 120m
of the first pulse wave signal data d output from the pulse
wave sensor 10, an unexpected noise signal 128 is mixed in
addition to a heartbeat signal and a periodic motion signal.
Looking at the frequency analysis results 122m by the FFT
processing, spectrums having strong power such as the peaks
130, 132, and 134 are present. For example, it can be consid-
ered that the peak 130 is the spectrum of an unexpected signal
data, the peak 132 is the spectrum of motion signal data, and
the peak 134 is the spectrum of a heartbeat component.

FIG. 13B shows the waveform of pulse signal data when
signal processing is performed in accordance with a motion
removal algorithm of the related art and the frequency analy-
sis results by the FFT processing. In the waveform 120% of the
pulse signal data, an unexpected noise signal 136 is mixed in
addition to a heartbeat signal and a periodic motion signal.
Looking at the frequency analysis results 122 by the FFT
processing, although it is possible to remove a signal at a
frequency band corresponding to the peak 132 in FIG. 13A, a
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signal at a frequency band corresponding to the peak 130 is
not rejected but is left as a peak 138.

FIG. 13C shows the waveform of pulse signal data when
the processing of the processing block diagram shown in FI1G.
12 is applied and the frequency analysis results by the FFT
processing. In the waveform 1200 of the pulse signal data, an
unexpected noise signal is not mixed. Looking at the fre-
quency analysis results 1220 by the FFT processing, it can be
found that both signals at the frequency bands corresponding
to the peaks 130 and 132 in FIG. 13 A are rejected, and only a
signal at a frequency band of a peak 142, namely the peak 134
in FIG. 13A is left.

In the present embodiment, as shown in the processing
block diagram of FIG. 12, the pulse signal data having passed
through the filtering unit 28 are input as the reference signal of
the noise removal unit 94. With this configuration, it is pos-
sible to obtain only signals having high correlation with the
signal in which motion components are removed as the output
of the noise removal unit 94. Moreover, the pulse wave fre-
quency analysis is made easier.

The signal A includes the heartbeat signal component. The
signal B includes an abnormal unexpected signal component
which contains changes in the bloodstream caused by a
motion of a finger or the wrist and changes in the bloodstream
caused by a touch on a finger or the wrist, a normal signal
component which contains changes in the bloodstream
caused by swinging of the arm during walking or jogging.

In the present embodiment, since an impact noise signal
having a high signal level is decreased in the signal A, it is
possible to decrease the possibilities of an error or failure in
the pulse detection when specifying the frequency compo-
nentrepresenting the pulse at the time of performing the pulse
frequency analysis.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2009-246211, filed Oct. 27,2009 is expressly incorporated by
reference herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A pulse detector that detects a pulse signal originating

from the pulse of a human body, comprising:

apulse wave sensor that outputs a first pulse wave signal in
which the pulse signal and a noise signal are mixed,
wherein the noise signal includes a normal signal having
a high autocorrelation and an abnormal noise signal
having a low autocorrelation;

a motion sensor that outputs a motion signal in response to
a motion of the human body;

a first filtering unit that outputs a second pulse wave signal
including the pulse signal and the normal noise signal
extracted from the first pulse wave signal;

a second filtering unit that outputs a third pulse wave signal
which the normal noise signal has been suppressed using
the second pulse wave signal and the motion signal; and

an analyzing unit that analyzes the third pulse wave signal
to obtain a frequency information corresponding to the
third pulse wave signal;

wherein the first filtering unit outputs the second pulse
wave signal using the first pulse wave signal and the
third pulse wave signal.

2. The pulse detector according to claim 1, wherein

the first filtering unit generates a first component signal
including the pulse signal and the normal noise signal,
and a second component signal including the abnormal
noise signal based on the first pulse wave signal and the
third pulse wave signal, and combines the first compo-
nent signal and the second component signal with a
weight factor to output the second pulse wave signal.
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3. The pulse detector according to claim 2, wherein

the weight factor is a set of gain coefficient of the first
filtering unit which includes gain coefficients corre-
sponding to the first component signal and the second
component signal and is switched to a second set of gain >
coefficient from a first set of gain coefficient when an
amplitude of the first pulse signal has increased over the
predetermined threshold.

4. The pulse detector according to claim 2, wherein 0
the first component signal includes a heartbeat signal com-

ponent and the normal signal which contains changes in
the bloodstream caused by swinging motion of an arm
during walking or jogging, and

the second component signal includes an abnormal signal 1
which contains changes in the bloodstream caused by a
motion of a finger or a wrist and changes in the blood-
stream caused by a touch on a finger or a wrist.

24

5. The pulse detector according to claim 1, further com-
prising a band member configured and arranged to be
attached to the human body, wherein the pulse wave sensor is
coupled to the band member so that the pulse wave sensor is
configured and arranged to be attached the human body by
attaching the band member to the human body.

6. The pulse detector according to claim 1, further com-
prising

adisplay section configured and arranged to display a pulse

rate obtained based on analysis of the frequency infor-
mation corresponding to the third pulse wave signal by
the analyzing unit.

7. The pulse detector according to claim 1, further com-
prising:

a timer circuit; and

a display section configured and arranged to display time

based on a signal outputted from the timer circuit.
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